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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Now in its eighth year, the HERALD OF TRUTH Radio and Tele-
vision Program has made a name for itself in the brotherhood. By 
means of this program, the gospel has been carried to a lost and dying 
world . It can now be seen over 42 television stations across the nation. 
It is heard weekly over approximately H7 ABC and Independent radio 
stations, as well as 102 Mutual stations. Countless thousands have heard 
and will continue to hear the HERALD OF TRUTH, by the grace of 
God. 
This program has served many purposes in the work of the Lord. 
It has been the opening wedge whereby new congregations have been 
started in sections of the nation where no body of Christians had ever 
met before. Because of this program, Highland distributes sermon 
copies, such as the one you are now reading, to many thousands. And 
last, and perhaps most important, it opens many doors for personal 
workers. People will indicate an interest in the Truth in their letters; 
then we send their names to local congregations for personal contact. 
Many times they will contact the local congregation by means of the 
spot announcement at the close of the broadcast giving the local ad-
dress of the church. Only eternity will tell how many lost have been 
converted by means of this program . Below is just an example of one 
of these: 
Dear Brethren: 
Another soul has been won for Christ, after listening to 
the HERALD OF TRUTH, completing "Studies in the Bible" 
correspondence course and a letter asking if she hadn't learned 
that she had not yet been scripturally baptized . She replied 
she wished to be baptized into Christ at the first opportunity. 
Arrangements were made and she was baptized June 17, 1959. 
Sincerely, 
Kensington Park Church of Christ 
Kansas City, Kansas 
HERALD OF TRUTH FOR 1960 
_ 1960 will mark the ninth year for the HERALD OF TRUTH pro-
gram. Plans .are now in the making for producing a new series of films 
for the HERALD OF TRUTH 'l'elevision Program . . It is our sincere de-
sire and prayer that 1960 will mark the year that more souls were won 
to Christ through the medium of radio and television . . 
The new television series will be built around the interesting and 
inspirational experiences in the everyday life of a preach .er. This will 
involve classroom, pulpit, home counseling and office counseling situa-
tions. They will be produced in a semi-dramatic format, and will reach 
86.5% of the viewing audience in the United States. 
While there will be some scenes of the preacher in the pulpit, the 
messages will not be primarily pulpit messages. The specific subjects 
to be discussed will largely determine the setting in which most of that 
episode will be shot. For instance, in a discussion of marriage and 
the home, the episode will be built around the plans of a young man 
and young woman to marry and their counseling with the preacher. 
The climax of the episode will be the actual marriage ceremony per-
formed by the preacher. 
We feel that this approach will place the situations of the program 
in their natural setting and make for more interesting viewing by the 
audience. This kind of program will draw more response from the 
viewers, and this is how we make contacts for the local congregations 
to follow up. 
Batsell Barrett Baxter has been chosen to be the principal speaker 
for this series. We are indeed fortunate in getting a minister of his 
quality to appear in this series. More about Brother Baxter appears 
on the next page of this issue. 
The possibilities of this new series are practically unlimited and 
this, in turn, makes the opportunities for the Lord's church even greater 
than ever before. The program needs your support and prayers. We 
earnestly and humbly solicit both. 
BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 
The Highland Church of Christ is proud to announce that Batsell 
Barrett Baxter has been chosen for the principal speaker for the HER-
ALD OF TRUTH Television 1960 series. Brother Baxter, with his ex• 
cellent background - in the speech field, is the ideal man for this new 
semi-dramatic series. 
The son of Batsell Baxter and the former Frances Fay Scott , he 
was born in Cordell, Oklahoma. He and his wife, the former Wanda 
Roberts, have three sons, ages 8, 5, and 3. 
Baxter graduated from Abilene Christian College in 1937. He re-
ceived his Master's Degree from the Univ .ersity of Southern California 
in 1938 and his Ph.D. from the same school in 1944. He received · his 
B.D. in 1957 from Vanderbilt. He was on the faculty of George Pepper-
dine College from 1938-1945. He was a professor of Bible and Speech 
at David Lipscomb College from 1945-1956, when he became head or 
the Bible Department. 
Some of his publications are: The Heart of the Yale Lectures, If I 
Be Lifted Up, Speaking for the Master, .and co-editor of Preachers of 
Today. He is on the editorial staff of the 20th Ce.ntury Christian and 
the Gos·pel Advocate. 
Brother Baxter traveled 20,000 miles on a study trip of Europe and 
the Bible lands in 1949. He preached in the first gospel meeting in 
Frankfurt, Germany, af ter the war. 
Batsell Barrett Baxter is welcomed as the new speaker for the 
i!l60 film series! 
MUTUAL STATIONS CLEARED FOR 
HERALD OF TRUTH 
IN APRIL, 1959 
ALABAMA 
Eufaula 
Sylacuaga 
Troy 
ARKANSAS 
Fayetteville 
Jonesboro 
Silo am Springs 
CALIFORNIA 
Chico 
San Luis Obispo 
CONNECTICUT 
New London 
Torrington 
FLORIDA 
Winter Haven 
GEORGIA 
Cartersville 
IN DIANA 
Vincennes 
KANSAS 
Goodland 
Salina 
KENTUCKY 
Corbin 
Danville 
Maysville 
Owensboro 
Somerset 
LOUISIANA 
Lake Charles 
MAINE 
WULA 
WFEB 
WTBF 
.. KFAY 
KBTM 
KUU1\ 
KPAY 
KVEC 
...... . WNLC 
WTOR 
wsm 
WBHF 
WAOV 
KBLR 
KSAL 
WCTT 
WHIR 
WFTM 
WOMI 
WSFC 
.KAOK 
Augusta . .. ...... .. . . . WFAU 
Biddeford . WIDE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Fitchburg ..... ,. ...... .......... . WETM 
Lowell-Lawrence .... WLLH 
MISSISSIPPI 
Brookhaven 
Hattiesburg 
VickRburg 
NEBRASKA 
Kearney 
Lincoln 
WJMD 
wxxx 
WQBC 
KGFW 
KLMS 
NEW MEXICO 
Artesia . KSVP 
Truth or Consequences . KCHS 
NEW YORK 
Horsehead-Elmira Hgts. WEHH 
Malone - . ..WICY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Lenoir 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Devils Lake 
OHIO 
Marietta 
OREGON 
Salem 
PENNSYLVANIA 
St. Mary's 
Tyrone-Altoona 
W ashington 
Wellsboro 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bennettsville 
Georgetown 
Rock Hill 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Mitchell 
TENNESSEE 
Athens 
Fayetteville 
Livingston 
Morristown 
TEXAS 
.... WJRI 
KDLR 
....... WMOA 
KSLM 
WKBI 
WTRN 
WJPA 
WNBT 
. . WBSC 
.WGTN 
WRHJ 
. KORN 
.... WLAR 
.. . WEKR 
........... WLJV 
WCRK 
Monahans 
Pampa 
VIRGINIA 
. KVKM 
......... ... KPDN 
Bristol .. .. WFHG 
Waynesboro ....... . .. ..... WAYB 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Montgomery 
WISCONSIN 
Beloit 
Manitowoc 
Poynette 
. WMON 
........ WGEZ 
.WOMT 
... . WIBU 
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ADDITIONAL MUTUAL STATIONS CLEARED 
FOR HERALD OF TRUTH 
MAY, JUNE, 1959 
ALAB'-'MA 
Decatur .......... . 
ARKANSAS 
Camden 
CALIFORNIA 
Paso Robles 
FLORIDA 
New Smyrn a Be a ch 
Stark e ... 
GEORGIA 
Cordele . 
Fitz ge r a ld 
Griffin . 
Thom son . 
IN DIANA 
Lafayette 
IOWA 
Fort Dodge ....... . 
KENTUCKY 
..... WMSL 
......... KAMD 
..... KPRL 
.. WSBB 
........ WRGR 
.. WMJM 
....... WBHB 
..... WKEU 
....... WTWA 
.. WASK 
...... KVFD 
Paintsville ...... . .......... WSIP 
Pikeville ...... . ....... WPKE 
LOUISIANA 
Bogalusa . .............................. WIKC 
MAINE 
Houlton ........................... , .... W ABM 
Presque Isle ............. ........... WAGM 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Ware ...................................... WARE 
MINNESOTA 
Eveleth ............ ..................... WEVE 
MISSOURI 
St. Joseph ... . ........... .. ..... KRES 
NEW MEXICO 
Hobbs ..... . ........ KWEN 
NEW YORK 
Hornell ..... .. . ...................... WLEA 
Ogdensburg ...... ........ ......... WELB 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Burlington .......... ................. WBBB 
Fuqu ay Springs ............. .... WFVG 
Mt. Airy ............... ................. WSYD 
Roan oke Rapids ........ . 
OHIO 
Ironton .................................... WIRO 
·stubenville .......... . ..... WSTV 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Vall ey City ...... ...... KOVC 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Latrobe ................... WAKU 
Lock Haven ...................... ... WBPZ 
W alterboro .... . .... WALD 
RHODE ISLAND 
W es terly 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Sumter ........ 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
...... W ERI 
....... WFIG 
Watertown . ................... .... KWAT 
TENNESSEE 
Nashville ......... .................... WNAH 
TEXAS 
Bay City ................................ KIOX 
Borger .................................. KHUZ 
VERMONT 
Waterbury ........................ WDEV 
VIRGINIA 
Clifton Forge ............... ......... WCFV 
Petersburg ............................ WSSV 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Logan .......... . .................. WLOG 
WISCONSIN 
Fond Du Lac ........................ KFIZ 
Reedsburg ............................ WRDB 
(Check your local newspaper or radio station for correct time) 
Page 5 
STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH 
TELEVISION PROGRAM 
CITY STATION CHANNEL TIME 
Asheville, North Carolina WISE 62 6:30 p.m. 
Asheville, North Carolina WLOS-TV 13 9 .. a.m. 
Austin, Minnesota KM MT-TV 6 
Blythe, California BTVC 6 
Buffalo, New York WKBW-TV 7 
Butte, Montana KXLF-TV 4 (non-schedule) 
Charleston, S. Carolina WU SN-TV 2 12:30 p.m. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Detroit, Michigan CKLW-TV 9 
Florence, s. Carolina WBTW 12:00 
Hamilton, Bermuda ZBM 1-TV 
Harrisburg, Illinois WSIL-TV 3 2: 00 p.m. Wednesday 
Helena, Montana KXLJ-TV 12 (non-schedule) 
Jackson, Mississippi WJTV 12 
.Jefferson City, Missouri KRCG-TV 13 2:00 p.m. 
Joplin, Missouri KO DE-TV 12 
Laredo, Texas KG NS-TV 8 
Lexington, Kentucky WLEX-TV 18 2:30 
Lima, Ohio WIMA-TV 35 
Lo ckhaven, Pennsylvania WPBZ-TV 3:00 p.m. 
Memphis, Tennessee WHBQ-TV 13 2:00 p.m. 
Meridian, Miss. WTOK-TV 12 Noon Saturday 
Montgomery, Alabama wcov 11: 30-12 a .m., Thursday 
Nampa, Idaho KC IX-TV 6 4 p.m. 
Nashville, Tennessee WLAC 5 10:30 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma KWTV-TV 9 8:30 a .m. 
Parkersburg , W. Virginia WT AP-TV 
Paducah, Kentucky WP SD-TV 6 
Petersburg, Virginia WXEX-TV 8 
Portland, Maine WCSH-TV 6 10:30 a.m. 
Portland, Oregon KPTV 12 11:30 a.m. 
Puerto Rico WO RA-TV 5 
Quincy, Illinois WGEM-TV 10 1:30 CST 
Richmond, Virginia WTVR-TV 6 
Roswell, New Mexico KSWS-TV 8 
San Antonio, Texas WOAI-TV 4 
Savannah, Georgia WSAV-TV 3 
Tucson, Arizona KOLD-TV 13 
Tulsa, Oklahoma · KVOO-TV 2 12:30 p.m. 
Tupelo, Mississippi WTWV-TV !l 2:00 p.m . 
Williston, North Dakota KUMV-TV 8 4: 00 p.m. CST 
Wilmington, N. Carolina WECT-TV 6 
(ALL TIME SUNDAY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.) 
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THE TEN VIRGINS 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 388 July 5, 195!b 
0 ne day the disciples of Christ were viewing with awe the temple -, of God in Jerusalem. It was an astounding pile of marble that ; 
crowned the summit of Mount Moriah, and it was admired by all 1 
those who "walked about Zion." It was a magnificent structure, and / 
one may well imagine the surprise of the disciples when Christ re-
marked, "Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone. 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down" (Matthew 24: 2). 
It was inevitable that the disciples should eagerly desire to knoW! 
when this catastrophe would occur, and so they said to Christ, "Telli 
us when shall these things be, and what shall be the sign of thy com -
ing and of the end of the world?" (Matthew 24: 3). 
Our Lord mentioned several signs that would precede the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, and then in reply to their question about the time 
of His return, He said, "But of that day and hour knoweth no one 
not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son, but the Father only'~ 
(Matthew 24:26). His disciples must learn that since the hour or 
His return is known to .the Father only, the only way to be prepared 
for that hour is to be ready always, prepared for any hour and every 
hour. 
In an effort to impress this truth upon His disciples, the Savior 
said, "Then"-in that great day of decision, when the Lord returns-
"shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took. 
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom, And five of them, 
were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their· 
lamps, and took no oil with them: . But the wise took oil in their vesseli:; . 
with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of 
your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, 
Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other vir-
gins, saying, Lord, Lord open to us. But he answered and said, Verily 
I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh". (Matthew 25.: 1, 
13). . 
This story itself need not detain us long, for it is so perfect in its. 
simplicity that nothing is required to aid us in understanding it. Any 
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:attempt to tell it in other words would only weaken its force and mar 
:its beauty. It is as faultless as its author, and though there were no 
:spiritual meaning throbbing beneath it, we could not but be impressed 
·with its simple naturalness, its rapid movement, its tragic pathos, and 
iits silent close as the midnight gloom hides the sadness of those who 
were shut out. But when we go deeper into it, and discover its spiritual 
significance, we find ourselves concerned with its application to our 
lives. Then, we have no time for aqmiring the beauties of the parable 
because of the pressing and personal importance of the truths which 
it suggests. 
In Palestine, during the Lord's sojourn upon the earth, weddings 
were performed at night in the bride's home, but not always at a defi-
nite hour. The bridegroom was granted the privilege of lea ving his home 
in the company of his friends at any hour he chose. It was the custom 
for bridesmaids, who were usually the friends of his family to go forth 
to meet him and escort him to the home of his bride. Each bridesmaid 
carried a staff at the top of which was a brazen bowl" filled with a rag 
wick and oil for a lamp. 
Since it was not known at what hour the bride groom's party would 
arrive, the virgins fixed their staves in the ground and waited. The 
· hours of the night passed slowly, and after a while the vir gins nodded 
drowsily-then they all fell asleep. 
The Lord did not find fault with them for going to sleep, and yet 
He divided them into two groups-the wise and the foolish. Why? Be-
cause one group went to sleep prepared for any emergency, and the 
other went to sleep unprepared. It was preparation that made the dif-
ference. 
The five wise virgins foresaw the possibility of the bridegroom's 
delay, and so they took oil in their vessels with their lamps. They had 
learned the lesson taught by Christ when He asked, "For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it?" (Luke 14:28). They had counted 
the cost and were ready for the bridegroom's delay. 
In the wise and foolish virgins, we have the Lord's picture of two 
types of disciples-those who are prepared for His return and those 
who are unprepared for this great event. 
The wise virgins are disciples who, when they go to sleep at night, 
are ready to welcome their Lord's return at any moment . They realize 
that the salvation of the soul depends upon what we do and how we live 
before life's closing. The wise were those who recognize that they must 
have within them that which shall enable them to endure to the end-
not only impressions but abiding principles. They foresee the possibility 
that they may have a long life before them of patience and self denial 
before the Bridegroom's return, and so they settle down to a life-time 
of preparation. 
THE TEN VIRGINS Page 9 
The foolish virgins represent, not those disciples who have never 
m a de any preparation for Christ's coming, but those who have not made 
sufficient preparation. They are a warning to all memb er s of the chur cn 
that we must maintain good works-that we must not be satisfi ed with 
saying, "Lord, Lord," while we refuse to do what He says. They say 
to us: "If you do not constantly renew your supply of grace, if you 
do not carefully see to the condition of your own spirit, your good works 
will soon become less frequent, and your flame will be extinguished." 
This is almost the identical language Christ used in addressing the 
members of the church in Ephesus. He said, "Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent" (Revelation 2: 5). 
The foolish virgins do not represent hypocritical followers of Christ, 
for they had a genuine regard for the bridegroom ; they had actually gone 
out so far to meet him, and they were dreadfully disappointed by their 
exclusion from the marriage festivities. They did not feign any of these, 
things. They were genuine so far as they went , but they did not go far · 
enough. 
We are always glad to hear people say, "We became Christians last ~ 
Lord's day." But we always pray for them, for we know that they 
have yet to be tested by life. We rejoice with them because they have . 
found their Savior; we tremble for them because we know that they have. 
yet to "work out their own salvation" through years of temptation. All 
that has happened so far in their lives is, that their lamp is lighted, 
but how long it will burn is quite another question. 
The Bible says that while the bridesmaids were waiting for the. , 
groom and his party "they all slumbered and slept." Some scholars , 
criticize the virgins for sleeping, but neither the wise nor the foolish , 
were indicted by the Lord for their drowsiness. They could not stand 1 
forever at attention. If the coming of the bridegroom be delayed till mid -. 
night, the virgins must slumber. This is not a weakness of individuals,_ 
it is the common necessity of nature. 
This part of the parable does not teach that we should be · occupied'. 
always and only with the expectation of our Lord's return. Sleep and:. 
food, family and business make demands upon Christians as well as . 
upon others-demands which we cannot and should not resist. 
But the parable does teach that we should not lie down to sleep .. 
without being prepared to meet our Lord at midnight, for like the vir-
gins of old, we may be summoned from our sleep at that time by the , 
cry: "Behold, the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him." Are we, 
like the wise virgins, waiting-anxiously waiting-for the coming of our · 
Lord? I verily believe that if we were asked: "Had you rather that your · 
Lord should come this day, or this year?" there would be many of us , 
who would be forced to answer, "We love our Savior, but we are not ; 
prepared-we are not quite ready for His appearing." But how different;. 
was the feeling of the apostle John, who, when the Lord declared, "Be~ 
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hold, I come quickly," at _ once exclaimed with a heart full of love, "Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus." 
The early Christians lived in daily expectation of the Savior's re-
.turn. He had told them plainly, "I go to prepare a place for you. And 
J:if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
,unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:2,3). To 
the Christians in the first century, this promise was a living truth, and 
they thought daily of their returning Lord. They were in a constant 
state of readiness for His appearing. This was just what He desired; 
and it is His will that His people should be kept in the state of prepar-
..ation from age to age. 
The bridegroom in this parable represents Christ, , for John the 
-~aptist refers to Him by that title. John declared that he himself was 
:,not the bridegroom, but only the bridegroom's friend (John 3:29). Again, 
,-in Revelation 19, the apostle John speaks of Christ as the husband of 
-His bride, the church. He described that glorious day, when our Lord 
:shall come to take unto Himself His own people. He says, "Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb 
i:is come, and his wife hath made herself ready ... And he saith unto me, 
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of 
·the Lamb" (Revelation 19:7,9). 
How thankful we should be for this precious title of our beloved 
Lord and Savior and what comfort we may feel from the thought that 
He is near us. Let us turn to Him at all times as our refuge. Let us 
take Him as our partner through life, and look forward to His compan-
ionship forever. And let us remember that if we do indeed belong to 
Him-if we are His Bride-then we must be like Him in our hearts and 
•characters. We must love Him above all else. It must be our delight to 
-converse with Him, and to be often in His presence. 
As the bridegroom in the parable tarried, so the Lord has delayed 
His coming, and some have criticized Him for it. But the Lord warned 
that such would be the case. He said, "Knowing this first, that there 
· shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the cre-
ation" (II Peter 3: 3,.4). 
· Yes, it is true that the Lord tarries, but He does so in mercy to 
· our souls. He sees that the fruit is not ripe; His servants are not ready, 
sand there are many who will yet hear the truth and obey it. 
God has never been in a hurry to judge men; He much prefers to 
~ ave them. The Bible says He "is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
t hat any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Pe· 
t er 3:9) . He gave the wicked people who lived before the flood a hun-
"o:red and twenty years in which to repent, and Peter speaks of this wait-
•ilng period by saying that "the longsuffering of God waited in the days 
)\ 
I 
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of Noah, while the ark was a preparing" (I Peter 3:20). During those 
hundred and twenty years, doubtless many a scoffing jest w_as uttered. 
Noah's obedience was counted folly and his preparation groundless. 
They perhaps said, "He is an alarmist. He is easily frightened. · He is 
taking a gloomy view of things. He is making all these preparations 
against a day that will never come." The sun shone brightly in the 
heavens , and the sky was as cloudless as ever. But God had spoken, 
and His word came true. 
Christ said, "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days 
of the Son of man. _They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Even so shall it be in the 
day when the Son of man is revealed." When the Lord returns there 
will be the very same disbelief, the very same carelessness, the very 
same lack of preparation. 
The Lord tarries, but it will not be forever. He will return at the 
"midnight hour"-an hour that we least expect Him. And the suddenness 
of His appearance will be a test of our character. The virgins who went 
to meet the bridegroom were all taken by surprise, and that revealed 
at once which of them were prepared, and which of them were not 
prepared to meet Him. 
Charact er is reve aled by emergency. It is in moments of surprise 
that a man's true self comes to view. He is the ablest general who 
can fina some means of beating back a foe whk:h has ambushed his 
men. He is the most skillful mariner, who, in sudden extremity, can 
rise to the occasion, and bring his vessel and his crew safely into port. 
Nothing will more correctly reveal what is in a man, than the coming 
upon him of some crushing and unlooked-for-crisis. Let it be financial 
ruin , or the disappointment of all his hopes; let it be the entrance 
of the death-angel into his home, and loss of his only son; let it be a 
serious illness that prostrates him upon the bed of affliction-whatever 
the crisis-it will reveal his true self. 
The delay of the bridegroom in the parable of the virgins was a 
suggestion that the time of the Lord's return might be delayed 
beyond the expectation of the early disciples. It was a hint, and no 
more. Had more been granted, had He known and said plainly that 
many centuries would elapse before His return, men who were far 
removed from His second coming would have been deprived of taat 
powerful motive to holiness which each generation finds in the possi-
bility of His return in its time. Designing men could sin with impunity, 
knowing th at He would not return for many centuries. It is not that 
Christ desires ea ch succeeding generation to believe th at in its day 
He will certainly r eturn. But it is a necessary element of the doctrine 
concerning the second coming of Christ, that it should be possible 
at any time, that none should regard it as improbable in theirs . The 
love, the earnest longin g of those first -Christians made them assume 
His coming to be close at hand. But as Augustine says, "He therefore 
Page 12 THE TEN VIRGINS 
loves the coming of the Lord not who asserts th at it is at hand , or 
who asserts it is not at hand, but rather who, wh ether it be ne ar or 
far off, awaits it with sincerity of faith, const anc y of hope , and fervor 
of love. " (Quoted in Notes on tlie Parables, by Tren ch , p . 258) 
When the virgins heard the sudden cry, "Beh old the brid egroom 
cometh," they all sprang to their feet. Each maiden snatched up her 
torch with the question in her mind, "Is my lamp still burnin g ? Is 
it still aglow?" But alas! their lamps had burned low, and some had 
gone out for lack of oil. The wise virgins refilled their lamps with 
oil, and soon they were burning brightly, but th e fooli sh vir gins 
discovered that they had no oil. And what a time to make such a 
discovery! The wedding procession was in sight. The brid eg room 
was actually coming. And without their lighted lamp s the y could not 
join him. In despair they turn to their companions , sa yin g, "Give us 
of your oil , for our lamps are gone out." 
What discoveries will be made at the day of Christ ' s 'appearin g ! 
How changed will be the language of many! Those who have thought 
but little of the Saviour, and despised those who were anxiously 
waiting for His coming, will then tremble with alarm. Those who have 
thought that all was well with them-that they were rich , and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing, will then find that much is 
wanting. There was a time when they thought th at some were too 
religious, carrying things too far, too thoughtful about their souls. 
But then they will acknowledge that God's people were in the right-
that they were on the safe side-that they were wise for being so 
much in earnest. 
How often the death-bed brings men to their senses! The world 
then seems very trifling, and eternity very solemn . Then we feel the 
nothingness of a mere outward religion, and we long for something 
better. The empty lamp will not light our path , The outward cloak 
will not cover us. The name of Christian-the mere name-will go 
for nothing. No, we must be clothed in His righteousness, and washed 
in His blood, or we can never sit with Him on His throne. 
We have heard it said, "What a mistake the foolish virgins made 
that night in not having a reserve supply of oil for their lamps!" But 
no, the mistake was not made that evening. It was made the day 
before when they failed to provide for any emergen cy that might 
arise that night. And if we meet the Lord unprepar ed, our mistake 
will not be made at the moment of our meeting, but during the day 
of life when we neglect our opportunity to prepare for that meeting. 
It was a vain request the foolish virgins made of their sisters 
when they asked: "Give us of your oil ." It was more than they could 
give. They had none to spare . All they could hope was that their own 
lamps might burn brightly enough for them to join the wedding party. 
And so they answered: "Not so, lest there be not enough for us 
and you." 
1. 
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I ha ve re ad th at in Boston there is a painting of this scene. The 
wise are kne elin g in th e ac t of trimming their lamps, and the foolish, 
with fac es full of the most pathetic entr ea ty, seem to be asking for a 
share of th eir oil. But the wi se virgins, with a look of inexpressible 
sadne ss, and wit h th eir han ds uplifted a s if to guard their treasure, 
se em to be sa ying, "Not so." It is a touching scene, and we are not 
surpri se d to le arn th at a famous New En gland ess ayist said, as he 
gazed at it, "They should have shared their oil." 
Their s was ind eed a sad appeal, but ther e are some thin gs that 
our de are st loved one s ca nnot do for us. They may help to feed and 
clothe us, and the y may bring us a measure of joy, but they cannot 
give us gr ace . No, th at is God's gift, and ea ch one must obtain it for 
himself . We shall look in vain to men for that grace which God only 
can supply, and we shall be miserably disappointed if we think that 
we can borrow in an easy lazy way that which must be bought-
or won-by earnest pr ayer and diligent endeavor. ' 
The par abl e of the virgins treats of ch aracter, and that is not 
transferable, for its qualities cannot be given by one man to another, 
even if one were ever so willing to part with them. You cannot give 
me you r pati ence to support me in the hour of my anguish. I cannot 
give you my coura ge to fortify you for the disch arge of some danger-
ous duty. This parable tells us that every man must live by his 
own fa ith. 
There is much , indeed, that we can and should do for each other. 
We may pray for one another. We may direct the anxious one to Christ. 
We may sympathi ze with the sufferer in his time of illness. We 
may en courage a fr iend to be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. But we cannot give to another the qualities which we 
our selv es possess , but in whi ch he is deficient, for these are not 
like the money whi ch can be passed from hand to hand. They are 
a man's own untr ansfer able possession, and that is the truth which is 
emphasized by the act of the wise virgins in refusing to share their 
oil with their foolish sisters. 
Th ere are "narrows" in every man's life that isolate him from 
his fello ws, and he must go through them by himself . Abraham 
received no st rength from man when he went calmly up Mount Moriah 
to offer Isaac in sacrifice. Jacob was "l eft alone" on that memorable 
night when he wrestled with an angel till breaking of day. And when 
we come to die , we must meet the last enemy, not with the faith 
and courage of th e fri ends who stand around our bed, but each for 
himself alone in his own character. 
In the reason which the wise virgins gave for de clining to comply 
with their sisters' request-"lest there be not enough for us and 
you"-there lies a further lesson for us all . The apostle Peter had 
this lesson in mind when he asked, "If the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (I Peter 4:18). 
The righteous never have anything left over which they may transfer 
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to others. The saved sinner is . not a saviour of sinners. He has 
received from his Lord all that he himself needs, but he cannot 
supply a neighbor's needs. Friend, if you refuse to be reconciled and 
renewed by the gospel of Christ, though all the saints in heaven and on 
earth stood weeping at your bedside they could not save you. 
The wise virgins said to their sisters, "Go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves." Thank God, there is a time when 
salvation is freely offered to us-offered to the very neediest. There 
is a time when God says, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye , buy and eat, 
without money and without price." And that time is now for the Bible 
says, "To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden no t your hearts" 
(Hebrews 3: 7,8). 
We must do our preparing now,, but now will not last forever. 
This broadcast may be the door God has opened for you-it may be 
your hour of opportunity, your moment of destiny. As Shakespeare 
has written: 
There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life, 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries . 
On such a full sea are we now aflo at; 
And we must take the current when it serv es, 
Or lose our ventures. 
If we will obey Christ today, and meet Him continually as He 
comes to us in the common duties of a common day, we shall not be 
dismayed at last when He comes, as Jude says, "wi t h ten thousands 
of his saints, to execute judgment upon all." 
The door of salvation is now open to those coming from the 
east and from the west, that all classes of men may come and sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 
Murderers come, and they are admitted-publicans and harlots come, 
and they are received-unclean and adulterers and robbers, and who-
soe ver will may come through the open door. 
But there is a time when it will be too late to come. So it was 
with the foolish virgins. They were anxious to procure thta which 
they had so long despised, but they were too la te. The time was gone. 
The day of opportunity was pa.:st. All was now useless , for "while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut." 
In these words one seems to hear the decis ive, fin al _doom of the 
lost. The crash of the heavy dungeon door and the reti.ring footsteps 
are not more sickening to the heart of him that is left to die of 
hunger, than the heavy, sudden closing of this door that shuts in the 
saved and shuts out the lost. 
THE TEN VIRGINS Page 16 , 
The virgins who were ready went in with the bri<legroom to the 
marriage, and "the door was shut." What a picture of the redeemed, . 
who shall be forever with their Lord in heaven! The Bible says, . 
"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall · 
the sun light on them; nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the,, 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead thElm unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their -
eyes (Revelation 7: 16,17). Their trials will be over-their warfare, 
accomplished-their watchings at an end. They are now safP. in their .· 
long-looked-for home. 
But whil e we speak of the door being shut for the security and 
safety of those who are within, what shall we say of those who are 
without? Oh, they will cry out in the agony of their hearts, "Lord, 
Lord, open to us','' but He will reply, "I know you not." He does not. 
know them in the sense in which the Good Shepherd knows His sheer> .. 
and is known of them (John 10 : 14). And besides, they are too late-
the door is shut. Their exclusion from the marriage is not temporary, 
but final. And the foolish virgins cry, "That door was once open to 
me, but I would not enter in. There was once written over the door 
'Open to every Penitent!' Now there is written over it, 'Shut for 
Evermore'." 
What will be our feeling, if we shall stand at that door hereafter, 
and find it closed against us? What if we are forced to exclaim in the 
anguish of our sou ls-"That door once admitted as great sinners as 
we are; for they forsook their sins in time, and sought admission. 
They found a refuge, but we are shut out. David whose sins were as. 
<leep as dye was admitted . Saul, once a persecutor, was admitted. 'rhe, 
woman who was a sinner was admitted. Weeping Peter was admitted .. 
'l'he penitent thief was admitted. And we, even we, might have found! 
admission, but we put mercy from us; and now the door of mercy 
is forever closed against us!" 
Very powerfully has Tennyson set the lesson of this parable t o. 
the music of his melodious verse. He writes: 
"Late , late, so late! and dark the night and chill; 
Late, late, so late! but we can enter still. 
Too late, too late! ye cannot enter now. 
"No light had we: for this we do repent; 
And learning this, the bridegroom will relent. 
Too late, too late! ye cannot enter now. 
"No light: so late! and dark and chill the night! 
0 let us in that we may find the light! 
Too late, too late! ye cannot enter now. 
"Have we not heard the bridegroom is so sweet? 
O let us in, tho' late, to kiss his feet! 
No, no, too late! ye cannot enter now." 
(The little novice's song · in Tennyson's "Guinevere" from, 
"The Idylls of the King"). 
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After the parable of the virg1ns was finished the marrow of its 
meaning is given by the Lord in one short sentence. He said, "Watch 
,therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 
'()f man cometh." This statement assures us that we have no ground 
lfor saying, "My Lord delayeth His coming." be ca use we do not know 
how near His return may be. And since we do not know, the only 
sure way to be ready for th at day, is to be ready for every day. 
This parable was not spoken for the purpose of bringing about 
>repentance in the hour of death. It describes a sudden call, a fruitless 
-effort, a right prayer uttered too late, a final rejection, and a fearful 
doom-as the Lord's me ans of persuading us to act before it is 
t oo late. The lighthouse erected upon a sunk en re ef flings its lurid 
glare far through a stormy night, not to t each sailors what to do after 
their ship runs upon the rocks, but to keep them from such a catastrophe 
In like ma nner, the end of the lost is revealed within the word of 
God, not to urge us to utter a very loud cry when the door is shut, 
but to constrain us to enter now while the door is still open. 
Today the door is open; tomorrow it may be closed. The hand 
that clo ses it may alread y be la id upon it . If the Lord's plea for you 
to become a Christian is echoed ·ba ck to Him from a closed heart, 
your cry, "Lord, Lord open to me" will be echoed back to you ·from 
a closed heaven. 
As an unknown poet has expressed it : 
There was a door that stood ajar; 
Th at one had left for me, 
While I went seeking other doors 
To which I had no key. 
And when at last I turned to seek 
The refuge and the light, 
A gust of wind had shut the door, 
And left me in the night. 
Will you step through the door-while it is yet open-by believing 
in Christ, by repenting of your sins, by confessing your faith in Him, 
by being buried with Him in baptism, and by a perseverance that 
never tires? 
The invitation-the opportunity for salvation-which we are offer-
ing to you at this moment will never again be the same. Oh, you may 
hear it again a year from now if you live, but it will not be the same 
invitation-the same opportunity. It will have a year less of happiness 
and usefulness in it than it has at this moment. That is why the Lord 
says, "Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" 
(II Corinthians 6:2). It may be now or never! Which will it be 
with you? 
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(T'Wenty-five years ago, when I first began to preach, one marriage . 
l out of five was failing , but today one marriage out of three is. 
ending in divorce . 
Five years ago, one person out of fourteen who took the first drink 
of liquor was destined to become an alcoholic, but today, under the 
stress and strain of our modern pace, one out of ten who takes a social 
drink is destined for this fate. 
In 1955 a million and a half crimes were committed in our nation~ 
but three years later the number had doubled! 
The unmitigated villany of multitudes of men, and the unblushing : 
vulgarity of multitudes of women have created a licentious social at- . 
mosphere which our children have to breathe. 
We are living in a time when there are evils that are defiling, blas --
phemous and blatant that would destroy our Christian graces and leave . 
the world no copy. 
We are living in a time of watered-down theology, jellyfish morality,_ 
seesaw religion, somersault philosophy, and ferris wheel Christian activ-
ity. It is a day of spiritual latitudes as wide as the Sahara Desert, and 
we might add as correspondingly dry. 
We are living in a time when dread flows in our bloodstream-when. 
there are terrifying vistas of destruction and death on the horizons of 
the world because of atomic achievements in the scientific field. Dr. 
Steinmetz has said that "Successful radioactivity coursing the atmosphere 
with the annihilation of all life on earth is made possible, and we re-
member that general annihilation beckons us. We stand on the brink 
of a disaster, which is neither territorial nor oceanic" (Quoted by Rob-
ert G. Lee, in The Doctrine of Evangelism, p. 4). 
A scientist in Chicago said recently, "We have a bomb now, drop it 
on London, it would melt London like a piece of butter on a hot stove 
and heat the waters of the English Channel for several miles." No:w 
this is the world in which we live, and the world that our children and 
grandchildren must face. 
We are living in an era of little regard for our freedom. One Unit-
ed States senator has said, "We are living in a day of the greatest 
retreat of liberty in the history of the world." We sing the Star Span ,. 
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gled Banner, but there are millions of people in our country who would 
translate "the land of the free and the home of the brave" to mean 
"the land of the spree and the home of the rave." 
Silently at work in our Southland are forces that are undermining 
.-our found ations. Materialism is undermining our spiritual values, atheism 
:is destroying our faith, rationalism is justifying our sins, liberalism is 
•destroying our fear of God, lawlessness is destroying our civic order, and 
]paga nism and communism are destroying our Christianity. I read not 
long ago that Professor Clark, a Christian philosopher, said: "From all 
I can see now, hum anism and communistic hatred of Christianity will 
be the prevailing philosophy of the coming age." Let us hope that he 
.is wrong, but he may be right. 
We are living in a time now, whether we want to admit it or not, 
·when America is being inoculated with a mild form of Christianity 
··which is immunizing us to the spirit of sacrifice . What do we know 
a a bout hardship for Christ? What do we know about r-ea l suffering 
·.for the cause of our Lord? 
If the soldiers of some totalitari an state were to vanquish our 
nfo1"ces, march into our worship services, and order us, under the threat 
of death, to quit singing our hymns, or quit prea ching , or q~it teaching, 
what would we do? If they were to say, "Deny the Bible, deny your 
faith in Christ, deny your love for the church, or be shot," would we 
have the courage to say, "Shoot me, for I will not deny my Lord, I will 
not deny my love for the church, l will not deny my faith in God's 
-blessed Book"? 
-We have a kind of psychological Christia .nity in our day that is an 
"Obsession, that makes God a good pepper-upper, and religion a sort of 
an electric blanket, good for a blizzard only. The devotees of this psycho-
logical religion see earnest Christian living to be a waste of time. They 
never shudder at sin, and they "go to church" to seek a psycho-religious 
adjustment for tension and frustration. 
We are living in a time of social Christianity-a good time religion 
which ex presses itself in a round of socia ls, banquets and dances where 
-one does the donkey dip, the tiger tramp and the bollweevil wiggle! 
\Ve have a sort of political Christianity today, which is so busy with 
~rveys, committee me etings, projects and campaigns to clean up socie-
·,ty, that indi viduals are starving to death for spiritual food and a spiritual 
;.;ba th. 
We hav e a sort of theological Christianity today th at minimizes 
·-sin , ·humanizes God, deifies man, and discards the Bible, the only fran-
chffre of our Christian hopes. Oh, yes, a majority of the American peo-
ple are religiou s, but their religion is not deep, it is not vital, it is not 
r ea l. It does not urge them to go any distance for God, bear any burden 
,cfor s:.G©d, empty the pocketbook for God, or protest against these snipers 
/ 
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who would weaken our faith in the Bible. It does not grip the whole 
man and change and transform him into a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
Whether we want to admit it or not, we live in a world in which we 
ne ed to have power for gospel evangelism, and we have that power if we 
will but use it . 
One of the sources from which the river of evangelism flows is 
the Bible itself. Paul says, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, 
an_d sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
as under of soul an d spiri t, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the tho ug hts and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). David 
said, as he addressed God, "Thou hast magnified thy word above all 
thy name" (Psalms 138:2). The Lord placed His word on an exceedingly 
high plane _when He magnified it above His very name. In this way 
He calls our attention to His estimate of the "\Vord, and of the place it 
should occupy in our evangelistic endeavors. 
P au l says the word of God is not bound (II Timothy 2: 9), and David 
says His word is settled in heaven (Psalms 119: 89). The Psalmist of 
Israel asked, "Where withal shall a young man cleanse his way?" By 
learning the definition o-f a parallelepiped? No. Wherewithal shall a 
thief become . honest? By learning the multiplication table? No. Where-
withal shaiI a man become pure in heart? By reading some book on 
psychology? No. Then, how shall a young man cleanse his way? The 
Psalmist answers, "By taking heed to God's word" (Psalms 119:9). 
We must us e the Book of God if we are to have power for evangel-
ism . Paul said to Timothy, "Give attendance to reading . . . Meditate 
upon these things; give thys elf wholly to them" (I Timothy 4: 13,15). 
How mu ch time hav e we spent during the last week in the study of the 
Scriptures ? Apollos was a man spoken of in the Bible as being "mighty 
in th e scriptures," but we are weak in the Scriptures because we do 
not st udy . Ho w can we expect to teach others when we do not teach 
ourselves? 
Th e early Christians did such an amazing job of evangelizing the 
world because they knew the word of God. The apostle Paul said, "The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the 
word of faith, which we preach" (Romans 10:8). The word was not only 
in their mouths; it was in their hearts also. Theirs was not a lip-service; 
it was the fervor of a dedicated and devoted heart. 
To the Romans, Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1:16). The 
apostle did not blush when he preached the gospel to the learned 
Athenians on Mars' Hill; .he did not blush when he proclaimed it in the 
market place; he was not ashamed when he announced the good news 
from house to hou se . He was not ash amed of the gospel any time, any 
where. 
In procl a iming the gospel, Paul said to the Corinthians, "I delivered 
u nto you fi r st of all that which I also r ec eived , how that Christ died for 
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he rose again the third day according to the scriptures" (I Corinthians 
15: 3,4). These facts are the good news of the gospel-the fact that 
Christ died for our sins, that He was buried and raised again for our 
justification. It is a sad time for the world when preachers cease tell-
ing the world the good news and begin explaining their own views. It is 
a tragedy in the churches when preachers start substituting a "thus 
saith the man " for a "thus saith the Lord ." 
If we are going to do an effective job of eva ngelizing, we must get 
down to the business of preaching. Preaching is no play time-it is a 
battleground! As Paul said to Timothy, we must "reprove, rebuke, ex-
ho rt, with all longsuffering and doctrine" (II Timothy 4: 2), and this 
take s cou rage. But why should a man preach if he is a weakling? 
If we are going to change the lives of men, we need some red-hot 
preaching. We must put something in the heart that will melt the lead 
in the feet. We must not insult men, nor be unkind, but we need preach-
ing that has the heat of the sun in it. 'fhe moonlight ripens no harvest. 
It takes the heat of the sun to do that. There must be warmth before 
there ca n be life. Icebergs do not produ ce offspring. Coldness is death 
in the spiritual as well as the physical world. Some churches are so 
cold one can skate down the aisles, and if one is saved in them, it is 
like putting a newborn baby in a refrigerator. Such churches must be 
warmed up if we are to have power for evangelism. 
It was said of John Paul Jones that he fought as though the whole 
cause of American liberty depended upon him. Abraham Lincoln used 
to say, "I like to see a man preach like he was fighting hornets." But 
so many times we preachers get up and toss our taffy to people who 
are already dying of spiritual diabetes --too much sugar. There is fur 
rubbing and bristle patting all over our land. 
With people in danger of being lost forever some preacher will say, 
"My dear friends, I am apprehensive that unless you alter your course 
of conduct you will eventually arrive at a place the name of which is 
too terrible to m ention jn this cultured congregation." 
We need more men today with the spirit of Jonah, who cried, "Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown" (Jonah 3: 4). This kind of 
preaching brought the people of Nineveh to their knees in r epentance . 
The Bible says "They turned from their evil way; and God repented of 
the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them, and he did it 
not" (Jonah 3: 10). Jonah's kind of preaching will re co nstru ct the lives 
of th e wayward, and bring a nation to its senses. His kind may not 
be palatabl e, but it is profitable. 
Howeve r , in str aightforward preaching, let us be kind. Lon gfellow 
is r eputed to have said, "To me a sermo n is no sermon in which I 
cannot hear the he art beat." An old minister said to a class of young 
mini sters, "Take my advice, young men, ai m at the he art in preaching. 
Not every man has a head, but every man has a heart. If you aim at 
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the head, you will miss a lot of folks. Aim at the heart and you ·11 11· b d ' wi i_t every o Y cau se everybody has a heart." Jesus, in H is sermons, 
wi th frequent references to common life, had arrows from the quiver 
of His heart aimed at the hearts of the people. Behind every great 
chur~h. and every great institution, every great home and every great 
pulpit in the world today is a great heart. Let us, then, have a heart iri 
our preaching. 
But if we are to have power for evangelism, we mus.t cease trying 
to ge.t f_rom under th~ cross of Christ. Our Lord says, "If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow ~e" (Luke 9: 23) . We cannot take up His cross without g~tting 
under it, but many of us do all we can to get from under it. A Yale 
graduate ot the class of 1954 wrote: "W e have received many challeng-
es, we have heard a thousand truths, but we have never shouldered a 
single cross." 
The apostle Paul was outstandingly successful in evangelizing the 
world because he recognized the power of the cross. To the Galatians 
he said, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of ou; 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world" (Galatians 6: 14). 
The cross belon gs in two plac es. It belongs on Calvary's Hill where 
Jes us died for us all . But it has another place; it belongs in our hearts. 
When w_e put the cross there the old man will die, and selfishness and 
greed will be dri ve n out . However, we are compelled to say to our sor-
row, that all some people know about the cross of Christ is what they 
learn as they sing, "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ," or a few 
random thoughts they may have as they gaze on an architectural orna-
ment atop some church building. 
A third power for evangelism is consecration to the task of soul 
w! _nning. All the knowledge in every library and university in the world 
will not take the place of devotion to this task. We have a lot of intel· 
lectuality and a lot of academic lustre, but we do not have enough 
spiritual passion for the lost. 
A man who is dedicated will have more power in soul winning 
tha1: some intellectual giant who does not have it. A stuttering, stam-
mermg man who tells somebody about Jesus with love in his heart for 
the lost sounds more eloquent in God's ears than the greatest orator 
who speaks without it. 
We ·~ave a gospel that requires us to take advantage of every 
opportumty we ha ve to teach someone about Christ. Is the milkman 
who brings milk to your door a Christian? You do not know? Why do 
you not know? Is the service man who fills your car with gasoline a 
Christian? You do not know? Why do you not know? Is the bootblack 
who shines your shoes a Christian? You do not know? Well, why do 
you not know? Let us use every opportunity in winning souls for the 
Master. 
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The greatest argument we have for soul winning is a consecrated 
Christian life. One mi ss ionary has said: "After thirty years of leader-
ship in mis sionary work, my conviction is that our biggest problem 
is the poor conduct of people who call themselves Christian." Another 
missionary has said, "Our biggest problem is not Hinduism, Moham-
medanism, nor Buddhism, nor Shintoism, but the rotten behavior of 
peopl e who call themselves Christian ." 
One of the saddest statements ever made in this world was made by 
Mr. Ghandi, the leader of four hundred million Indian people. He said , 
"I w.avered between the holy books of India and the Sermon on the 
Mount ... I think, though, I would have become a Christian had it not 
been for Christians." 
The greatest deterrent to the spread of the gospel has always been 
th e reprehensible conduct of professed Christians. The severest wounds 
the Lord has ever sustained have been dealt to Him in the house of His 
so-called fri ends. Such men the apostle Paul branded as "the enemies 
of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction" (Philippians 3: 18,19). 
Like David of old, we can "give great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme" (II Samuel 12: 14), and like the members of the 
church in Rome, it may be said to us: "the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you" (Romans 2:24). Yes, we may engage 
in double-t alk, and double-dealing , but the Lord will have the last 
say, for we must face Him at the judgment. He has warned us in these 
word s : "Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be 
that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!" 
(Matthew 18:7). 
If you, my fellow disciple, have misrepresented our Lord by an un-
faithful life, there is still hope. But you must repent or perish! There 
is no other way. To unfaithful Christians in Ephesus our Savior said, 
"Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent" (Revelation 2: 5) . 
This, He says to you, too, if you continue in sin. 
If you are not a Christian, heaven waits-but it will not wait for-
ever. The door of mercy will not be open always. Death's grim reaper 
will close it one day, and that day may be soon. While heaven still 
waits and mercy pleads may we implore you to obey the gospel. We ask 
you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, turn from your waywardness, 
confess the Savior's name before men, and be buried with Him in bap-
tism in order that your past sins may be forgiven (Mark 16:16; Luke 
13:3; Matthew 10:32; Romans 6:4). 
After becoming a Christian, "Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). If you heed this divine admonition your 
life will become a benediction, and a blessing to all men. By word and 
deed you can help to evangelize the world until "the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Isaiah 11: 9). 
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One sabbath day while Jesus was dining with a company of Phari-sees in Jerusalem, a sick man came to Him for healin g. He turned 
to the Pharisee s, and asked, "Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath 
day?" The Bible says, "They held their peace." They were embarrassed 
by His question because they had elevated the sabbath day above 
man himself; wherea s, t he Lord tau ght tha t the sabbath was made 
for man and not man for the sabbath . 
At this same feas t, the Lord observed the Phari sees jockeying for 
positions of honor. He witnessed their pushings and elbowings as 
they scrambled for places of prominence , a nd He spoke out against 
their pride. He said to them, "When thou art bidden of any man to 
a marriage feast, ... go and sit down in the lowest place; that when 
he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may say to thee, Friend , go up 
hi gher" (Luke 14:8,10 ). 
Bu t the Lo rd's conve rsation was striking too close to home, and 
one of the Pharise es sought to put an end to it by a pious remark that 
reall y meant nothin g . He suddenly exclaimed, "Blessed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God" (Luke 14: 15). There is nothing 
wrong with the statement itself, but apparently it was spoken to 
change the subject from what was personal and profitable to vague 
g·eneralities which touched no one. One can see the sanctimonious old 
· hypocrite solemnly shaking his head, and letting the words fall 
unctuously from his tongue. But with all our Lord's forbearance, 
He could not stand pure sentimentalism, holy humbuggery, or - to 
use the expressive modern word - absolute cant. 
The Pharisee's statement, while true in itself, was not true for 
the speaker, and it is such hypocrisy that the Bible writers abhor. 
The prophet Jeremiah, for instance, could not bear to hear a godless 
generation talk glibly of the "burden of the Lord," when that burden 
meant nothing to them. It made his spirit bitter to listen to such 
religi ou s phraseology, as employed by men who had no comprehension 
of its meaning. And in the name of God a nd of sincerity he forbade 
further use of the phrase by Israel, saying, "The Burden of the Lord 
shall ye mention no more" (Jeremiah 23:36). 
Similar were the feelings awakened in the breast of Jesus by 
the pious platitude of the sentimental Pharisee, and in response to 
hi s statement, Christ uttered a parable as one who would say: "Let 
me t ell you how little many such as you care for the pri vilege you 
seem to value so highly ." Because of his insincerity, our Savior did not 
answer the man as if he had been a soul longing for communion with 
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God, but He reminded him and the other Pharisees that a verbal ap-
prec iat ioii of the kin gdom was often joined with a refusal to enter it. 
In the parable, our Lord sa id, "A certain man made a great sup-
per, and bade many; And sent his servant at supper time to say to 
th em that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. And 
they all with one consent beg an to make excuse. The first said unto 
him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: 
I pray thee have me exc used . And another said, I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove th em: I pray thee have me excused. 
An d another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 
So th at servant came, and showed his lord these thin gs. Then the 
master of the house bein g angry said to his servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, 
and the maimed, and the h alt, and the blind. And the servant said, 
Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. And 
the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and comp el them to come in, that my house may be filled. Foi: I say 
unto you, That none of those men which were bidden sha ll taste of 
my supper" (Luke 14:16-24). 
As I read this story the first thing I think of is hunger. The 
reason for having a supper is to satisfy our hunger. There is the 
hunger of our physical bodies which has the power to drive us beyond 
all reason. Under its power, men can be changed into heartless beasts. , 
The Bible gives an example of this very truth. Under the siege of 
Samaria by Ben-hadad, two mothers became so crazed with hunger 
that they made a compact to kill and eat the first baby of one and 
then the baby of the other (II Kings 6:27-29). 
However, man's hunger goes beyond the animal level. Carlyle 
points out that man is the only being that cooks his food . He wants 
his food not only to be satisfying but tasty and attractive. A shelter 
that keeps out the rain and protects against the cold is enough for 
a dog or a cow. But man is not satisfied with mere shelter. He wants 
pictures on his walls and rugs on his floor. The fulfillment of ani-
mal desires is not sufficient for him. 
Man hungers for beauty, for love, for a feeling of importance, for 
security. Far more important than his animal appetite, is the deep 
hung er of his heart. We agree with James White, who wrote: 
If thou of fortune be bereft, 
And in thy store there be but left 
Two loaves, sell one and with the dole, 
Buy hyacinth s to feed thy soul. 
But there is an even greater hunger in man, and that is the 
hun ge r of his spirit. David said, "As the hart (deer) panteth after 
the water brooks, so pant eth my soul after thee, 0 God" (Psalms 42:1). 
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When some think of religion, they think of crosses and self-denials, 
of sacrifices and duti es. Th ey think it means turning away from all 
the thin gs they like, putting a frown on their face and a burden on 
their backs. But Jesus says that finding God is like sitting down to 
a great supper. 
When I think of supper, I think not only of eating when we are 
hu ng ry, but of being with those we love. It means laughter and joy 
and fellowship . It means satisfying not only the body, but also the 
heart. Jesus wa nts us to know that coming to God is like coming to 
,;;upper. 
It mu st have been such thoughts as these that inspired our beloved 
"T ee ni e" Wood, th e lament ed da ughte r of Brother E. R. Harper, to 
sing with such feeling the pop ul ar song: "Suppertime." Those of us 
who listene d to "Teenie" on radio a nd television, will long remem-
ber the appea l made to our hearts as she sang: 
Many years ago in days of childhood, 
I used to play till evening shadows come, 
In winding down an old familiar pathway; 
I heard my mother call at set of sun. 
Come home, come hom e, it's Suppertime, 
The shadows lengthen back. 
Come home, come home, it's Suppertime, 
We're going home at last. 
It was a lon g time ago when mama used to call me from the 
back steps of the old home place, and say "Come on home, Sonny, it's 
~uppertime." Oh, what I would give to hear th at call just once 
more , but you know, for me that time has woven a realization of a 
truth even more thrilling: Th at is when the call comes from the 
portals of glory to come and sit down with the Lord Himself, to the 
gr ea te st supper of all time. 
Come home, come home, it's Suppertime, 
The shadows lengthen fast, 
1 Come home, come -home, it's Suppertime, 
We're go in g home at last . 
(Written by Ira Stamphill, Nashville, Tennessee) 
Jesus compares our possessing God to the story of the man 
who made a great supper. Some th at he invited refused the invitation, 
and endeavored to justify their refusal by excuses. But there is a 
vas t differen ce between a re as on and an excuse. An excuse is what 
we give when we do not want to do something and when 
we do no t have a reason. Someone has defined an excuse as the skin 
of a reason stuffed full of lies. 
Why do we make excuses? We make them to justify ourselves 
in wro ng doin g, or to justify our failures to do the right thing. We 
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hear people give all sorts of excuses for not "going to church"; such 
as, we do not like the preacher, people are unfriendly, the church 
building is costing too much, the services are dull, some of the members 
are hypocrites - but never one time have we ever heard a person 
make an exc use for "going to church." We do not make excuses for 
doing the ri ght thing, our excuses are for doing the wrong thing. 
A lady told me she did not attend the worship services because 
she worked hard all week and needed to rest on the Lord's day. That 
was her excuse. Her reason was, that she felt no need of God. Most 
worship services do not be gin until ten-thirty. And then there is the 
service on Sunday nigh t. She could at least get rested by that time! 
This lady goes to her work because she needs the salary to buy the 
necessities of life. How eve r, she does not regard the worship of 
God as one of life's ne cess ities, and that is her reason for not going 
to God's house. 
But let us take a look at the excuses given by the men in the 
parable of the great supper. The Bible says "they all with one con-
sent bega n to make excuses." The first said, "I have bought a piece 
of ground, and I must ne eds go and see it; I pray thee have me ex-
cused." Remember, it was to a supper that these men were invited, and 
supper is always at night. How could this man look at his field in 
the dark? Presumably he had seen the field before he bought it, but 
it was a much more interesting sight after he purchased it. Property 
beckons men to glut their eyes upon it and to cry in the covetous 
voice of acq uisition, "This is mine, this is mine." 
The invit atio n of God comes inopportunely to the man who is 
enjoying the first pleasures of proprietorship. He feels himself to 
be a solid part of this world, and is disposed to resent anything which 
reminds him that there are claims more pressing than even those of his 
rec en t inves tment. It is not difficult to determine which men think 
is more important - the ownership of a bit of land, or the friend-
sh ip of God. 
The pride of having often robs men of their relish for heavenly 
things. It fills the minds of many, and deadens the hunger of the soul 
for God's kingdom and His righteousness. 
But why should we be so interested in the material when it does 
not endure? Houses do not stand; they crumble. Flesh does not en-
dure; it rots. Stars do not endure; their fires grow cold. Sin does 
not endure; it commits suicide. But the conscience endures, even 
though it may torture us, speaking of an eternal Right. Human love 
endures speaking of an eternal Love. Ideals endure, speaking of an 
eternal Perfection. Jesus endures, offering rest to the weary. The 
spiritual endures, but the temporal fades away. 
The second man who was invited to the great supper replied, 
"I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray 
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thee have me excused." Why did he have to prove his oxen? Had he 
bought them without seeing them? And how could he prove them at 
night? It is difficult to plow with oxen in the daytime, much less at 
night. His reason for staying away from the feast was no reason at 
all, but a mere excuse. 
But oh! the men in our day who are in the same class with this 
man; men so engrossed in the business or pursuits of the world that 
they do not realize that God has any claims upon their time - so 
busy in pushing forward business, or scientifiC', or literary, or political 
affairs that they make excuses for not serving God. 
The third man who was invited to the feast turned down the 
invitation with the words: "I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come." The other two men "prayed" with some courtesy "to 
be excused," but this man answered gruffly, "I cannot come." So, 
with a greater harshness than the other two decliners, he almost 
rudely refused the invitation . Perhaps he felt that the host had selected 
the wrong time to invite him to the feast. 
Many feel as if God's invitations come at the wrong time. They, 
like Felix, wait for a convenient season , but they wait in vain for such 
a time. It is never easy to put personal duty above personal pleasure. 
The man who used his marriage to justify his staying away from 
the feast, offered nothing but an excuse, for no bride, worthy of the 
name, would have objected to the absence of her husband for such 
a great occasion. And this was especially true in Palestine during the 
first century when women occupied such an inferior position to men. 
A bride who would object to her husband's obeying the Lord is 
making a tragic mistake, for a home becomes a prison if it has no 
windows opening toward heaven. The Lord will not bless a man who 
lets any member of his family supplant his Savior. In connection with 
the excuse offered by the man who declared, "I have married a wife," 
Christ said, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother , and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple" (Luke 14: 26). 
All three men who were invited to the great supper offered ex-
cuses for not attending it, but what was their reason? They were not 
hungry! 
Their excuses were mere pretexts. These men did not go to the 
feast simply because they did not care to go. They were in the po-
sition of those Jews to whom the Lord Himself said, "Ye will not 
come unto me, that ye might have life" (John 5:40). For, if they had 
desired to go, none of the things they mentioned would have kept 
them away. The land would not have vanished, the oxen could have 
been proven the next day, and the wife would have waited. But no! 
God can wait, and His desires can be postponed until we satisfy our 
own! 
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Manifestly, the three guests who advanced su ch pleas had no 
real desire to attend the feast . Out of their own mouths they con-
demned themselves. No wonder the host was angry when the excuses 
of his gue sts were reported to him . The men whom he invited had 
trifled with him. In spite of civil phr ases and flimsy pretexts, that 
was the manifest state of the case. 
An invitation even to a great supper has no appeal to one who 
is not hungry. And, though true fellowship with God is food for our 
souls, it does not interest tho se who have satisfi ed themselves with 
other things. If you do not want God and if you do not feel the need 
of God, then you are likely to make excuses in stead of accepting God's 
invitation. 
The three excuses of our present study seeing some land, prov• 
ing five yoke of oxen, and marrying a wife - were not sinful within 
themselves, but such excuses become sinful if they take precedence 
over the kingdom of God in our esteem. When we let excuses salve our 
consciences for not doing Heaven's will, our h earts are not right. 
Christ would say, "One thing thou lackest," but that one thing is 
everything, for it is the love of the heart. It is the hunger of the soul. 
Our Savior said, "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6) . Those whose 
hearts are hungry are always in Bible classes on the Lord's day. They 
long for this feast of good things . It is th ey who have no heart-hunger 
who make excuses for missing Bible study and worship. 
In Jesus' story tbere were others who did accept the invitation 
to the supper - · "the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blind." Those people had struck it hard and they knew what privation 
meant. They seemed to be beyond help and hope, and when warm fel-
lowship and food were offered, they gladly came. What a strange ban-
quet! Lame beggars jostl ed each oth er with their crutches! Blind 
begg ars groped ravenously toward the bounteous tables! Dumb beg-
gars mumbled horribly their inarticulate delight! In that banquet hall-
Walking lepers followed, rank on rank, 
Lurching bravoes from the ditches dank 
Vermin-eaten saints with mouldy breath, 
Unwashed legions from the ways of death . 
(Vachel Lindsey, in "Collected Poems," The Macmillan Co., 1931). 
The thrust of this parable is inescapable. As the host invited 
the hunger-stricken into his banquet hall, so tbe gr eat Giver of the 
heavenly feast bids to His table the spiritually sick, and the spiritually 
needy. He who is crushed and defeated; he who has been maimed in 
the service of sin; he who is utt erly weary and heart-broken; he who 
finds himself in a wretched and abandon ed condition is taught here 
that Goa invites him to His table. 
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But no one accepts this invitation whose heart is not hungry. So 
if you feel a hunger in your heart, be glad . Too many people can be 
satisfied with going to a show, or with the things that money can 
buy, or with a little applause from the crowd. As long as your heart 
is still hungry, there is hope that you may give God a chan ce. 
Of those who spurned the invit a tion to the great feast, the host 
said, "none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper." 
Their doom was plainly pronounced. Exclusion, total and final, from 
his supper was the penalty of their cont empt, and their excuses did 
not soften the penalty one bit. Like Esau, their birthright was forfeited 
forever. 
The Lord teaches that there is no escape for those who neglect 
"so great salvation" (Hebrews 2 :3). To su ch He will hav e to say, "I 
never knew you: depart from me" (Matth ew 7:2 3) - and their doom 
will be sealed! Theirs will be "ev erlas ti ng destruction from the pres-
ence of the Lord , and from the glory of his power " (II Thes salonians 
1:9). 
There are men who cavll at this divine teaching , and condemn 
the Lord for it. The y in sist that He shou ld not punish the wicked, but 
it was for these ver y ones that Chri st died. It was they whom He 
invited to the heavenly feast, and th ey spurned His gra cious invitation. 
Have any of those men who criti cise the Lord for meting out divine 
justice, ever done as much as He that men might escape it? Until 
they are willing to be crucified for those who reject Christ's invitation, 
they have no right to find fault with the Lord's decree that "none 
of those men which wer e bidden shall ta ste of my supper ." 
The Lord's concern for the lost is so great that He pi ctures Him-
self in the . parable of the great supper as having His servant "compel" 
men to accept His invitation. The serv ant was to accept no excuse, 
but he was to constrain men in all walks of life to attend the feast. 
He was to use the strongest persuasion within hi s power - supplica-
tion, argument, entre aty - everything to move them. He was not merely 
to walk along the highways with a placard, or to proclaim as he passed 
by that any who wished might attend . He was to lay hi s hands 
on men, as it were, and prevail upon them to listen. 
It is regrettable that the text "Compel them · to come ," has be-
come a weapon in the hands of the persecutor and the inquisitor. It 
has been used by those who would do violence to the rights of con-
science as a pretext for their practice. Thus, Augustine, wr iting to 
Count Boniface , and urging that a ce rtain constraint on the part of 
the civil power might be fitly used for the bringing back of the Don-
atists to the unity of church, appeals to this parable. But it is strange 
how there ever could have been drawn from these words ar guments 
for any compulsion bu t a moral one. For, how can we imagine 
thi s single serv ant, - he is but one throughout the whole parable -
dri ving before him a flock of unwilling guests! 
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But when the giver of the feast spoke these words he did not 
anticipate any reluctance to accept his invitation, nor any indifference 
toward it, but he did suspect that these dwellers in the highways and 
by the hedges would hardly be persuaded that it was really for 
them. He knew some urging, some constraint, would be necessary to 
convince them that they were invited into a rich man's home for a 
great feast. And this is why he said, "Go out and compel them to 
come in." 
These words do not teach that we may use force in converting 
men, but they do teach the urgency with which we should proclaim 
the gospel, and the concern of Christ for the lost. 
In the language of the host who invited the guests to his supper, 
the Lord cries, "Come, for all things are now ready." He gives us an 
invitation, never a subpoena. We never accept His invitation until we 
have a r eason-and th at reason is hunger of the heart. 
If you refuse God, He will wait and one day weariness may toss 
you to His bosom, maybe sometime you will realize the poverty in 
just possessing things, maybe your heart will be maimed, and then 
you will be ready for the bread of life . 
To the great supper in the parable many were bidden, and to the 
su,pper of God all are bidden. Our Lord says, "Come unto me , all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11: 
28). "And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Reve-
lation 22: 17). This invitation concerns our own spiritual and immortal 
welfare, and, though the invitation is given through the instrumentality 
of a servant-the preacher---it comes from the great God Himself, and 
for that reason it is not to be trifled with, or despised . In Great 
Britain, when a subject receives an invitation to dine at court, it is 
written that her Majesty "commands" his presence at the banquet. 
But when the Lord invites us to His supper, the invitation is a 
command in reality, the ignoring of which constitutes disobedience. 
When He asks us to have faith in His Son, repent of our ungodliness, 
confess the Savior's name before men, and put Christ on in baptism, 
we may accept or reject His invitation, but eternal consequences rest 
upon our decision. What, then, will you do with this invitation? 
It is an invitation from God, and your answer must be given to Him. 
The Lord says, "Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and 
your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David" (Isaiah 55: 3). But listen again, for 
He adds, "Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near" (Isaiah 55 : 6). There is coming a day when He will 
not be found. The opportunity is precious, but it is fleeting. Therefore 
embrace it while it lasts. - yes, embrace it now! 
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f\ry)hile J esus was in Jerusalem, the capita l city of Judea and home 
VV of Israel's Supreme Court, one of the members of the court came 
to Him by night , and said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him" (John 3:2). 
The person who came to Jesus by night was Nicodemus, a Pharisee. 
He was a ruler of the Jews, and he seems to have been a ve ry kind 
man. Moreover, he was fair-minded, for it was he who asked , "Doth our 
law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doet h ?" 
(John 7:51). 
Nicodemus was also a man of di scernment for he recognized 
that Christ's miracles we re proof th at He came from God . How-
ever , the Lord did not respond to his compliment, but He addressed 
Him self directly to the question of how to become a citizen of the 
kingdom of heaven. He said, "Verily, ver ily, I say un to thee , exc E"pt 
a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). 
The expression "born again," was unique when used by Christ in 
His conversation with Nicodemus. No inspired man had ever used 
such language, and this leads us to ask, "Why did Christ u se it? " 
He spoke of a new birth because He spoke of a 'new kingdom - dif-
ferent from the one Nicodemus had known. 
By a physical birth, Nicodemus had come into the kingdom of 
David, and during our Lord's sojourn upon the earth, the Jews were 
looking for the Messiah who would restore the glory of that king-
dom. When they saw the miracles of Ghrist, they concluded that He 
was the One who would re-establish David's kingdom, and restore 
its former glory. This is why they cried as they followed Christ, 
"Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name 
of the Lord" (Mark 11 :9, 10). 
No doubt Nicodemus had the same mistaken views of the king-
dom, expecting it to be an earthly, fleshly kingdom, and expecting 
further that he had a right to citizenship in ft by virtue of hfs Abra-
hamic parentage. But Jesus said, in substance: "You entered the 
Jewish kingdom by a physical birth (Genesis 17:13); but my kingdom 
is to be a spiritual one and it will require a different kind of birth 
to put you into it. A physical birth put you into the kingdom of 
Israel, but it will take a spiritual birth - a new birth - to put you 
into the kingdom of God." 
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It was not sufficient for Nicodemus to be a Jew, or to acknowledge 
Christ to be a teacher sent by God - it was necessary for him to 
experience in his own soul that great change called the new birth. 
And what was true of Nicodemus is true of all men , for Christ's state-
ment, "Except a man," is a universal expression designed to include 
all mankind. Of each and every man it is certain that unless he is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God. It includes, therefore, 
men of every character and rank, and nation, moral and immoral, rich 
and poor, in office and out of office, old and young, bond and free, 
the slave and his master, Jew and Gentile . 
Christ said that all must be born again in order to see the king-
dom - either in this world or in that which is to come. -In this 
world the kingdom is the church, that spiritual institution which 
Christ Himself established (Matth ew 16: 18; Hebrews 12: 23,28), and 
in the world to come the kingdom is heaven (II Peter 1:11) . Someone 
may ask, "But why do we have to be in the churc h to be sa ved ?" We 
must be in it because it is the only institution the Lord promises to 
save (Ephesians 5:23), and it is the only kingdom the Lord promises 
to deliver from the world when He returns (I Corinthians 15:24). 
When Jesus said, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God," Nicodemus asked, "How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, 
and be born?" In reply, Jesus said, "Ex ce pt a man be born of wat er 
and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kin gdom of God." Thus the 
Lord spelled out the new b'irth in terms Nicodemus could not help 
understanding. It is one birth, of two elements - water and the Spirit. 
"Born again" is a figure of speech. The metaphor is us ed because 
there is a similarity in some respects between the new birth and a 
natural birth, but not an identity. Since one enters into new life, being 
translated out of one state into another, and becomes a new creature 
spiritually, this process is called a birth. Th e chan ge wrou ght by the 
new birth is so great, both in the mind and conduct of a man, that 
one may say, "He is a new creature; he has been born again." In other 
Scriptures this change is called conversion, being added unto the 
Lord, being saved, etc. It is a spiritual change - a spiritual birth 
into a spiritual kingdom. In plain terms, to . become a . Christian is 
what Jesus meant by being born again. 
Since the new birth is absolutely · nece ss ary for entrance into the 
kin gdoiµ _of God, it be coiµes one _of _th e most il!lport ant subjects which 
ha 's ever eng ag ed the att ention of meµ. It is of th e utmost. importance 
that we understand it, and experience it. 
As we study this grand th eme , let us remember that the first thing 
necessary to a birth is parentage. There must be a father and a mother, 
or there can be nothing born. Who, then, can be our spiritual parents? 
Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth: "Gra ce be unto you, and pe ace 
from God our Father" (I Corinthians 1 : 3). Christ taught His disciples 
to address God, in prayer, as "Our Father who art in heaven" (Mat-
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thew 6:9) . And John sa ys, "Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us , that we should be called the sons of God" (I John 
3_: 1) . Other. Scripture might be quoted, but these are suffi cien t to iden-
tify our spiritual Father with great clearness . 
Then, Paul, in his allegory with ref erence to the two covenants tells 
us ,,that "J~rusalem which is above is free , which is the mother 'of us 
all ( Galatians 4: 26). Thus our parent age is establish ed, and we must 
be born from above, born of water and the Spi_rit. 
. The second thin g necessary to a birth is a begettal, and this office 
1s performed by the male parent. Man is al way s begotten of hi s father 
and ~orn of his mother , both physically and spiritually . He is not bor~ 
of his father, at all, either at the sam e time when he is born of his 
mother or at any other time. The father may have been in his grave for 
months when his child is born. Every child is begotten of his father 
and born of his mother. ' 
. In keeping with this principle, the apostle John says, "Whosoever 
beheve!h that Jesus ~s the Christ is begotten of God" (I John 5:1). 
Th ere is not a pla ce m an accurate tran slati on of the New Tes tament 
wh:e'.e the work of the male parent onl y is contemplated, that th e Hol; 
~p int r epr_esent s us a s bor n of God- born of our Fath er. Such a th ought 
is abs ~rd m the ver y nature of thin gs, and no on e who und ers ta nds th e 
new b1'.th, or the nat ur al birth, from whi ch t he figur e was draw n, will 
enter t am such a thou ght or u se such langu age. 
In the physical birth, when th e be getting and the bringin g forth are 
spoken of together, the word born is u sed , but if they are considered 
separ ately, the work of the father is spoken of as a begetting. In the 
Greek language only on e word is us ed- "gennao"-and it is tr anslated 
both begott~n and born . In English we ha ve two words corr esp onding 
to the one m the Greek . When th eh ide a relates to th e fa ther, it is 
properly r_endered beg otten; but wh en the ide a relates to the mother, 
th e word 1s t'.ansl ated born ; and . wh en th e rel ationship of th e child to 
both parents 1s referred to, it is born (Cf . Matthew 1:2 ; 2:1 ) . 
In ~he physical act of begettal, the male parent plants a seed which 
s~arts hfe on the road toward a birth . Chri st says that in the spiritual 
kmgdom , the "see~ is the word of God" (Luke 8: 11), and the apostle 
Peter ~peaks of his bre :hren as "ha ving been begotten again , not of 
c.orruphble seed, but of mcorruptible , throu gh the word of God which 
hveth an~ _abideth" (I Peter 1: 23) . Thu s we lea rn th a t th e word' of God 
is the sp1ntu al seed with which pers ons ar e spiritu ally beg ott en . 
And in order that we may be be gotten of this incorruptible seed 
our Father has ordained that human agents shall prea ch it to th~ 
w~rld . Hence, in this sense , Paul calls Timothy and Titus hi s sons in the 
faith ; and also to the Cor inthians he said: "I n Chri st J esus I hav e be-
gotten you th;ough the gospel" (I Corinthians 4:15). When Paul planted 
!he incorruptible seed-the word of God-in the he arts of the Corinth· 
ians, and they believed it , they were be gotten of God be cause it was 
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God's seed he planted, and they were begotten of Paul because he was 
God's agent in planting it. 
The gospel is the power of God unto salvation only to those who 
believe it but Paul asks "how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not' heard? and h~w shall they hear without a preacher?" (Ro-
mans 10: 14) . The Bible says that God begets us "with the word of 
truth" (James 1:18), and that He uses human agents in imparti~g that 
truth to men. This is why Paul says, "It pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe" (I Corinthians 1:21). 
When a man believes the gospel, and with meekness rece~ves it 
into a "OOd and honest heart, he is then begotten of God, and 1s pre-
pared t~ be born. The vital life principle is then implanted in his ~eart, 
but he is no more born again at that time than he was physically 
born the moment he was conceived. When he is spiritually ~egotten, 
he may avail himself of the means of God's appointment for a. birth, and 
be born into the kingdom, or he may refuse to be born a~a~n. In _this 
particular there is no parallel between a physical and a spiritual birth. 
In a physical birth the person born has no_ choice. ~f bein~ begotten or 
born, nor is either under his control, but m a spiritual birth both the 
begettal and birth are to a considerable extent under the control of the 
subject. In spiritual matters, one may refuse (as many do) to ~ear the 
gospel at all or he may refuse to believe it after he has heard it. If he 
believes it ~ot, his doom was pronounced by Jesus when He said, "He 
that believeth not shall be damned." But he may also refuse to obey 
it after he has believed it; if so, he "believes in vain ," and his faith is 
dead, not having been made perfect by obedience (See James 2:22). 
We have examples of such men in the New Testament. It say s , 
"Among the chief rulers also many believed on him (Christ); but because 
of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of 
the synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the pra!s! 
of God" (John 12:42,43). They believed, but were they born agam. 
There are now many such men as these chief rulers were then; are 
they born again? 
If a man is born again when he first believes the gospel, when is 
he begotten, and where are the elements of birth-wa_ter .. and Spirit~f 
which Jesus said he must be born? The Bible says Christ came unto his 
own, and his own received him not: but to as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name" (John 1:11,12). Jesus came to His own prepared 
people, the Jews, and many of them did not rec:ive Him, _or _believe o_n 
Him; but to as many of them as did receive Him by bellevmg on His 
name, He gave the power or privilege of becoming sons of God. Be-
lieving on His name, then, did not make them sons, but prepared them 
to become sons. The Bible does not say the believer is born of God, but 
it says the believer is begotten of God ( I John 5: 1) , and that after he 
is begotten he has the power to become a son of God. The begettal must 
always precede a birth, but it is no part of the birth. 
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Faith causes us to love and fear God , a nd desire to do His will; 
and this is why the apostle Peter says, in spea king of the Gentiles, that 
God "put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith" (Acts 15:9). Thus, the effect of faith is wh at is called a change 
of heart, and must precede the new birth . But a change of heart is one 
thing-the new birth a differ ent thing. Many mistake the change of 
heart for the new birth, but it is not the new birth. It may lead to it, 
but it is not the same. The conversion of Paul will make thi s t ru th ap-
parent. While he was "y et breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, he went unto the high priest, and de-
sired of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, that if he found ' 
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them 
bound unto Jerusalem. 
"And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven, and he fell to the earth, 
and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why per se cutest thou 
me? And he said, vVho art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest" (Acts 9: 1-5). 
Paul set out on this journey with his heart filled with bitterness 
against the disciples, and he thought he was doing right to persecute 
and punish them. But Jesus convinced him by a miracle that He was 
the Son of God. Paul's faith was changed from believing that Jesus was 
an imposter to the belief of the truth that He was God's Son. 'l'his 
change in his faith produced a corresponding change in his heart, and 
he abandoned his errand of persecution, and was willing to become a 
disciple himself. He was then begotten of God, but was he born again? 
If he were born again on the Damascus Road the minute he believed, 
where were the elements of the new birth-water and the Spirit? No, 
he was begotten of God when his heart was changed by faith, but he 
was born again three days later wh en Ananias said to him , "Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins , ca lling upon the name of the Lord" 
(Acts 22:16). 
In every birth there is first the begettal, and afterwards comes the 
birth, or delivery. Jesus said that in the new birth we are born of water 
and the Spirit. To be "born of water" me ans to be baptiz ed. "Wa ter" 
simply means water. Although the pro ce ss of entering the kingdom of 
God is explained by the analogy of a birth, this does not mean that the 
word water is figurative. The words water and Spirit are used literally; 
they mean what they say-water and Spirit. No one could ever read 
John 3: 5 and think that Christ meant anything but water and Spirit if 
there had not been so much opposition to baptism. 
If "water" does not mean water, does "Spirit" mean Spirit? If "w a-
ter" means "Spirit" as some say, then the passage should read, "Ex-
cept a man be born of spirit and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." This is absurd! If water and spirit mean the same, 
would Christ have needlessly repeated the words? Water and spirit are 
not the same, nor is water a symbol of the Spirit. Some say the word 
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water symbolizes the ·word of God, but this statement is contradicted by 
a Scripture which speaks of "the washing of the water by the word" 
(Ephesians 5: 26). If it is a washing of water by the word, they can-
not be the same. 
Another common error in the teaching of man is that "born of 
water" refe 'rs to the natural birth and "born of the Spirit" refers to he 
new birth. But this theory does violence to th e language of J es us . Christ 
did not say, "Except a baby be born of water an d a man be born of 
the Spirit, .he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." But He said, "Ex-
cept a man be born again, born of water and of the Spirit, he (the man, 
already born physically) cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Nico-
demus had been born of human parents-by means of the natural birth ; 
now Christ tells him he must be born again - not physically, but of 
water and of the Spirit in order to become a citizen of the kingdom 
of God. 
'!'he n, th ere are men who say, "We do not know what Jesus 
meant in John 3 : 5, but we know He did not mean water." But how do they 
know this _? Certainly not from the Bible. The reason water does not 
mean water to them is that it makes baptism essential to salvation and 
these people do not want to belie ve that baptism is a divine condition 
of forgiveness. In an effort to save face, and defend their theory , they 
deny the plain teaching of the Savior. 
Most scholars agree that the word water in John 3: 5 refers to 
baptism. Baptism is the only act to which it ca n refer. It is the only 
:religious ceremony pertaining tci sal vati on which makes use of water. 
There is nothing which corresponds to a birth of water in all God's plan 
of redemption except immersion in water. In the Christian system water 
is never used in any ordinance or cerem ony except baptism. Thus, by the 
order of Christ, the highest authority in heaven and on earth, baptism 
is made essential to our entrance into the kingdom of God. 
How are we born of water? P er haps it will help us to answer this 
question to take a lodk at a st a tement of the apostl e Paul. He said that 
Christ was the firstborn from the dead (Colossians 1: 18) . The Lord was 
' buried in the grave and from it He came forth; hence, He was born 
from the dead. Thus, if to arise from the grave means to be born 
from the dead , th en to arise from the water means to be born of water. 
But how is a man born of water and of the Spirit? We answer that 
he is born of water as the means appointed by the Spirit for a birth. Bap-
tism is the act by which we are placed in and deliver ed from the water, 
according to th e teachin g of the Spirit, and thus we are born of water 
and of the Spirit; h ence, we are "b uried with him in baptism, wherein 
also we are risen with him" (Colossi ans 2: 12). 
In the new birth, the human spirit undergoes a deep and vital change 
in its conceptions and affections, which is effected by the Holy Spirit . 
By the influence of the Holy Spirit the human he art is regenerated 
with new and holy principles of life and the love of sin is abandoned. 
The person resolves to turn to God in complete obe dience and is im -
mersed in water, arising to Jive a life of holiness. In this way we are 
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"born of the Spirit"-we are made Christians by "the law of the Spirit" 
(Romans 8: 2). Thus, every change in the whole process of salvation is 
directed by the Spirit of God. 
The question of Nicodemus, "How can a man be born when he is 
old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" 
shows that he had entirely mistaken the kind of birth Je sus had in mind. 
This mistake the Lord corrects in John 3 : 6, where He sa ys, "That 
which is born of the flesh is fl esh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit." This was as much as to say, "Nico demus , you · ar e thinking 
of a birth of the flesh , a nd a second birth of this kind would indeed be 
impossible. But I am speaking of a moral change of the spiritual ·or inner 
man. The man who is born again is the same physical man as he was 
before, but the temp er and disposition of the inner man are not the 
sa me after the new birth for 'that which is born of th e Spirit is spirit'." 
Jesus said to Nicodemus; in substance, that "See ing yo ur diff icul -
ty grows out of a failure to recognize the exis ten ce of an invisible or 
'inner man' (Ephesians 2: 16) dwelling in 'our earthly house of this 
tabernacle' (II Corinthians 5: 1), and which is the subje ct of the cha nge 
produced by the new birth, I will use an illu stration." And then He said , 
"Th e wind bloweth where it listeth , and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit" (John 3:8) . 
The mi st and fog that men have thrown around this verse envelop 
it in darkness as thi ck as that with which God cursed the land of 
Egyp t. They say th at as the wind moves mysteriously, so does the 
Spirit, breathing upon whom He will, thereby effecting the in ward 
cha nge called the new birth. But Jesus did not say, "As the wind ... so 
is . the Spirit, or so is the operation of the Spirit." He said, "As the 
wind ·. . . so is every one that is born of the Spirit." The wind is in-
visib~e, and so is the part of man which is born again. 
While Jesus was preparing to establish His kin gdo m, He taught the 
people by para bles and figures of sp eec h, but after the kingdom came, 
figur~s gave wa y to facts , comma nd s, and promises. On the very first 
day of the kingd om's existence the apos tles preached to the people who 
we re in tu·rn cut to the heart and made to cry out, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do ?" The apostles did not tell them to be born again, 
beca u se the time for figures of speech ha d past. They, therefore, said 
to them, "Repent, and be bap tized every one of you in the name of J es us 
Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 38) . The Jews who gladly re-
ceive d this message were baptiz e d , and the Bible says the Lord added 
them to the church (Acts 2:41,47) . 
Were these people born again? Surely, they were. When were they 
born again? At the moment they did what Peter commanded them to 
do. Then, if they were born aga in when they were baptized in the name 
of Je sus Christ for the r em ission of sins, will you be born again if you 
do as they did? Surely so . And if it took this to introduce them into the 
kingdom of God then, will anything le ss do you now? 
Mr. Frank Cawyer 
HERALD OF TRUTI! 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Brother Cawyer: 
Robert Lee Byrd of 2704 Proctor Road, Durham, N.C., stopped here 
yesterday on his way from Tucum ca ri, N.1\1. After talking with him for 
some time, he made the good confession and I baptized him into Christ. 
In the course of our conversation I learn ed that he had been preach-
ing for th e Pentecostal Chur ch for 18 years. I further learned that he 
had never he ard a se rmon from the pul pit by one of our brethren. I 
asked him how he learned the Truth and he told me that he had been 
listening to th e HERALD OF TR UT H out of Abilene , Texas. 
This young man is 30 years old, knows little of the Truth, but as 
far as I could tell, seeme d sincere and honest. The information as to 
name and address was taken from his registration card. He did not ask 
me for mon ey and displayed non e of th e usual signs of one who is on 
the "make" trying to use the chur ch in such mann e r . 
Is there a congregation in or near Durham, N.C.? If so, I wish you 
would have them contac te d about this man. I immediately wrote to the 
church in Durham, though not knowing for sure th ere was a congre-
gation there. 
. I felt it would be encouraging to know about this and the good 
mflu en ce the program is hav ing. Su ch will encourage the goo d men 
who have been speaking on the prog ra m. Keep it si mple an d true to 
the B~ok and it will not r eturn void. When you come this way, our 
home 1s your home. God ble ss you in your work. 
Sincerely, 
J . F . Doggett 
MOST OF US WONDER ••• 
• • 
BUT DID YOU KNOW ••• 
THAT 8 out of every 10 people in the world today wonder IF th ey 
will eat tonight. Physical starvation is a terrible thing , but there is 
a condition even worse. And that is . .. SPIRITUAL STARVATION. 
99 people out of every 100 (even in America) are suffering from 
this malnutrition . 
" W HAT CAN I DO?" "HOW CAN I HELP?" 
YOU CAN be a cru sad er for the gospel by helping carry the Truth 
to the milli ons suffering from SPIRITUA L STARVATIO N by means 
of radio and television. These people won't go to church, but they 
DO have a radio a nd TV set . Countless numb ers have been reached 
with these mediums. 
DID YOU KNOW •• , 
THAT Christian s in many places are sacrificing meat or even com-
plete meals in order that they might give to help the lost have an 
opportunity to know Christ. 
THE HERALD OF TRUTH is in its eighth year of bringing the gospel 
to a dying world by means of radio and television . With the new 
stations offer ed by the Mutual network , many million s more can 
hear the Tru th . But ... this opportunity costs money and we need 
your help . 
WOULD YO U BE WILLING TO SACRIFICE TO SAVE A SOUL? 
Only 30¢ will carry the Gospel to 1,000 people . 
Send Contr ibutio ns to 
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
BOX 1858 ABILENE , TEXAS 
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RADIO PROGRAM 
Fifth and Highland 
P. O. Box 1858 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
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